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Lessons for before the trip
(Vocabulary: teach at least one activity before your trip)

1. Ecosystem Scramble: students listen to a story with ecology vocabulary

and participate when “their” word is said .............cceeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiicieee e,

2.  ECOnnections: a fill-in-the-blank using ecological terms
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3. Eco Word Puzzle: a crossword puzzle using ecology vocabulary

and hints for teaching the words ...............oooiiiii i,

Lessons for any time

4. Take Out the Trash: an image-based worksheet where students choose
pictures of things that can be recycled, reused, or composted,

and a trash reduction actiVity ........cccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeee e

5. Fire on Trial: a mock-trial of forest fire vs. the ecosystem where students

act out the parts of various forest organisms ..........cccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieicccee,
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Introduction
Sandia Mini-Curriculum 2005

By Cary Wiener, Chris Modelski, Paul Mauermann, Julie Hall, and Susie Davis
edited by Susie Davis
Sandia Mountain Natural History Center
New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science

Hello! Welcome to the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center’s Sandia Mini-Cur-
riculum! We designed these lessons both as an addition to the Ecosystem Explorations
(E.E.) Curriculum and as a stand-alone curriculum for teachers who are not using the
current E.E. curriculum. The lessons teach ecology and work particularly well in con-
junction with a field trip to the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center (SMNHC).

The mini-curriculum consists of five short, easy-to-teach activities, all of which are
linked to New Mexico state standards. These interdisciplinary activities teach ecology
basics and can help prepare your students for a field trip to the SMNHC or other
natural area. Our hope is that all teachers will do at least one of the vocabulary les-
sons (ECOnnections, Eco Word Puzzle, or Ecosystem Scramble) prior to the trip. This
will enable your class to concentrate more fully on the experiential learning possibili-
ties while at the Center. While the vocabulary lessons (1-3) are designed to be used
before the field trip, Take Out the Trash and Fire on Trial can be taught before or
after the trip.

These lessons can also be used to teach ecology if you aren’t going to the Sandia Moun-
tain Center. Please feel free to copy them for classroom use.

New curricula, including updates and new activities, will be posted on our web site at
www.nmnaturalhistory.org. We are operated by the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History & Science. If you have any questions or would like to schedule a program
contact us. Our phone number is (505) 281-5259 or you can reach us through our web
site.
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The following books provided images for these activities:

Pages 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18: coyote, hairy woodpecker, and mistletoe from The
Field Guide to Wildlife Habitats of the Western United States by Janine M. Benyus;
copyright 1989; illustrations by Glen Wolff, copyright 1989.

Pages 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18: hummingbird, pinon jay, and cactus wren from A
Field Guide to Rocky Mountain and Southwest Forests by John C. Kricher; illustra-
tions by Gordon Morrison, copyright 1993, 1998.

Pages 14 and 17: mushrooms from A Field Guide to Mushrooms by Kent McKnight
and Vera B. McKnight, copyright 1987.

Pages 14, 15, 17, and 18: pocket gopher and snag from The Bosque Education Guide,
provided by Tish Morris, NMMNH&S.

Pages 15 and 18: Ponderosa pine from National Audubon Society Field Guide to North
American Trees by Elbert L. Little, copyright 1980, 1998.

Pages 29 and 30: trash can from Trash Attack by Candace Savage; illustrations by
Steve Beinicke, copyright 1990. Apple, carrots, leaves, and cheese from Worms Eat
My Garbage by Mary Appelhof, copyright 1997. Grapes, newspaper, jar, and umbrella
from Information Please Kids Almanac by Alice Siegel and Margo McLoone Basta,
copyright 1992.

Pages 35, 36, 37, 43, 44, and 45: coyote, mouse, and fish from The Bosque Education
Guide, provided by Tish Morris, NMMNH&S.
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